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Call of FIR: Appeal for the European election campaign

Vote for anti-fascists in the European Parliament !

In May 2014, the European Parliament elections take place . For veterans of the anti-fascist 
struggle and anti- fascists of today's generations , these elections are important of two main rea-
sons:

The current policy and development of the European Union does not correspond to the interests
of large groups of people in the European countries. Numerous decisions lead to massive social
exclusion, have disastrous consequences for the weakest of the respective countries. Therefore
in the European Parliament , the votes must be strengthened , committed to a democratic , 
peace-oriented , solidarity and socially just development of Europe.
Secondly in various European countries racist and extreme right-wing forces growing up by the 
elections , which must be countered active and engaged in the election campaign and in Parlia-
ment.

FIR therefore calls on you in the European election campaigns to chose in all countries such 
men and women who work for a Europe

• that confronts any form of racial discrimination or xenophobia,
• that is an advocate for refugees and guarantees humane treatment,
• that campaigns against all forms of Holocaust denial , historical revision and rehabilita-

tion of SS criminals,
• that ensures a social policy, which guarantees work, education, food and adequate hous-

ing for all human,
• that stands for a policy of peace , based not on hegemony , but on non-military solutions 

to conflicts,
• that represents a community for the interest of the people and not the rule of banks and 

business associations,
• that stands for comparable living conditions in all countries and against forced labor mi-

gration,
• that guarantees equality between peoples and nations, and no hegemonic policy.

Such an Europe is possible when the people stand up active and loud for their interests. 

FIR , January 2014 
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Report on the meeting of the Executive Committee in Rome

For the first  time in many years,  the leading
body of the FIR met again in the Italian capital.
Our member association ANPI had invited to
this meeting and developed an interesting ac-
companying program. Almost all elected mem-
bers  could  be  present,  only  General  Mikhail
Moiseev was represented by Nikolai Rojanov.

The first task was to make a political analysis
of the recent congress in Sofia. Unanimously,
we thank the Bulgarian Association for the ex-
cellent organizational work. The large number
of participants and the political message of the
Congress were also positive highlighted, even
if the absence of some member associations
was regretted. From the decisions of the con-
gress, there are various tasks that must be re-
alized now by the members of the Executive
Committee and the member associations.

Also the political work plan for the year 2014
was discussed in detail. Of great importance is
the joint work with the Institute of Vétérans in
connection with the exhibition "Antifascist Re-
sistance in Europe" and the planned "train of
the 1000" in May 2015. A separate aspect was
the  uprising  of  extreme  right-wing  in  Europe
and the tasks of the FIR in preparation for the
election campaign to the European Parliament.
Although there are differences of political opin-
ions, however, it was undisputed that the FIR
has to play an active role in these debates. A
"call of FIR: Elect anti-fascists in the European
Parliament" was adopted unanimously.  There
is also the idea to carry out a political confer-

ence to evaluate the results of the European
elections in Brussels in the autumn.

Further  tasks  include supporting  the  protests
against the SS meeting in the Baltic States, the
protest against the historical revisionist tenden-
cies in Hungary or the request to the German
government on its financial  obligations to the
Greek people - based on the not paid restitu-
tion – completed the work.  There have been
intensive debates how the community of  FIR
member associations could be reinforced by a
rally of the FIR torch.

Organized by ANPI and FIR a short-time semi-
nar with international participation took place in
the late afternoon at the City Hall of Rome. The
main aspects were the tasks of anti-fascists in
connection  with  the  uprising  of  the  extreme
right and right-wing populists in Europe. Martin
Schulz, the President of the European Parlia-
ment, sent to the participants of this seminar
an impressive greeting letter.

The  closing  session  of  the  meeting  was  on
Sunday morning, a joint commemoration at the
memorial  "Fossa  Ardeatini"  (the  Ardeatine
caves), where in 1944 more than 330 Italians,
partisans, patriots, but also racial persecuted,
were  murdered by the  German occupiers  as
"retaliation"  for  partisan actions.  The impres-
sive memorial  ceremony was the culmination

of  the  successful  meeting  of  the  Executive
Committee. 

Ulrich Schneider
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Vilmos Hanti’s speech in Rome 
“European right-wing and neo-fascism – where are the antifascists?”

I congratulate the Mayor on his large-scale vic-
tory at the election last year. This is his person-
al merit and of course it is also the merit of the
left-centre  Democratic  Party,  not  to  mention
the citizens of Rome, who were wise to reject
the previous populist policy which cooperated
with the far-right. 
The Mayor of Rome is a professor of medicine,
thus  inherently  he  has  the  ability  to  keep  in
mind the human being not  only in his words
but also in his deeds and actions. I congratu-
late  him  on  his  environmental  and  human
rights related endeavors. I was pleased to see
that the program of his party contains the offi-
cial acknowledgment of same-sex marriages. I
wish  that  through  his  people-oriented  mea-
sures, the citizens of Rome shall be further en-
riched!

Last year on the night of the elections, he said
that  “from  now  on  we  all  need  to  work  on
changing this city; for us to feel it as our own,
and to bring back its values that seemed to be
lost”. 
We, the members of the International Federa-
tion of Resistance Fighters (FIR), like the Ital-
ian member federation ANPI, are also fighting

to further maintain the peace and the new, free
and more democratic world that has been cre-
ated after the victory over fascism, which was
won almost 70 years ago. 

Unfortunately,  recently we are experiencing a
strengthening  in  the  malignant  neo-fascist
thinking among an already significant number
of people. Neo-fascist organizations have been
reinforced and they have entered democratic
institutions, national parliaments and even the
European Parliament. 

It  should  finally  be  recognized that  a  clamp-
down against neo-fascism should be dealt with
on a broader scale, with the organized action
of all democratic forces both on European and
national levels.
The  populist,  dictator-like  situations  can  be
more appealing for people in the short run, as
they  even  offer  seemingly  quicker  solutions.
The naive liberal view has been refuted which
stated that people themselves are able, in the
absence  of  sufficient  knowledge  and  experi-
ence,  choose  democracy  over  authoritarian
rule. Yet, we should not forget that Hitler came
to power democratically and within a few years
he demolished democracy,  destroyed a great
part of Europe and succeeded in creating an
environment in which us, the citizens, sent our
fellow-men  to  death  camps  without  second
thoughts in such a way that we even diligently
helped  or  at  least  we  supported  it  by  being
silent. 
The  victims  of  Holocaust  unfortunately  were
mostly Jews,  but we should not  forget about
Gipsies,  homosexuals,  members  of  different
faiths, the disabled and last but not least about
those political prisoners who were annihilated
by the fascist system not because of their ori-
gin but because of their conscious antifascist
resistance. The horror of fascism is indicated
by the fact that it threatens anyone who does
not belong to the narrow list of “racially pure
Aryans”.   

I, who came from Hungary, unfortunately expe-
rience it directly how the mass can be manipu-
lated,  starting  from  a  democratic  framework
which then continuously drifts towards the far-
right due to measures by the ruling powers to
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totally occupy the press, by bestriding the na-
tional consciousness, by playing on the fears
of existential uncertainty, by representing irra-
tional  characteristics  of  Nazism,  by  selecting
scapegoats within society, by falsifying history
and all in all in the mean time using the taxpay-
ers’  money  without  restraint  for  these  unac-
ceptable governmental goals. 

My dear Antifascist friends, 
It is a historical omission of the present Euro-
pean  democratic  political  elite  if  it  underesti-
mates the threat of the far-right and does not
stand up against it firmly until it’s possible. 
We should not allow the far-right, dressed
in  the  veil  of  democracy,  to  occupy  our
democratic  institutions,  national  parlia-
ments and the European Parliament!
What can we do to prevent this from happen-
ing? More than ever, by using extensive meth-
ods in  a  much larger  extent  than before,  we
should teach democracy, the values of adher-
ence to democracy, and the trust in democratic
institutions to children, youngsters and the el-
derly. 

In  the  education  systems  and  beyond  their
walls, the educational contents concerning the
history of the Second World War and the liber-
ation fights of the antifascist coalition should be
increased without any falsification.

The problematic of the Second World War and
the  circumstances  of  the  winning  and  losing
ideology should be constantly dealt with in the
press, in televisions, on the internet, in the arts,

and should also be required from the adver-
tisements of different economic firms. In all of
these the inhumanity of Nazism should be un-
masked.

The commemorations of the 70th anniversary of
the  Holocaust  and  of  the  antifascist  victory
should also be used as a way to portray the
causes of the industrial-like genocide and por-
tray  the  courageous  resistance  against  the
guilty fascist ideas. 
The  demolition  of  antifascist  memorials,  re-
naming of public areas and institutions should
be stopped, especially in zones of the former
Soviet-influence. 
The  activities  of  the  far-right  organizations
should  be  curbed,  while  the  most  radicals
should be banned. 

Furthermore,  a  capable  and  significant  fund
should be urgently created for those civil soci-
ety associations and antifascist  organizations
who are consciously defending democracy and
for  associations  cherishing  the  remembrance
and heroic behavior of former resistance fight-
ers. We should not forget that these civil orga-
nizations during their own self motivated activi-
ties, by knowing the concrete situations, they
can  with  their  work  significantly  multiply  the
value of the support given to them. 

Last year FIR presented the exhibition of the
history of the European resistance in the Euro-
pean Parliament. It must be achieved that this
traveling  exhibition  should  reach every  Euro-
pean country,  whereby the civilians could be-
come familiar with the materials of the exhibi-
tion.  The  FIR  torch  has  also  been  launched
last  year  from Sofia,  and will  reach Berlin  in
2015. The journey of the torch could be a good
occasion for us to speak more about the victo-
ry of the antifascist coalition. 

Honorable  representative  of  the  Mayor  of
Rome,
Our tasks are urgent. I request your personal
help with all of this. I also ask for the help of
the European Union and the national govern-
ments! Till it’s not too late!  

Thank you for your attention.
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SS fighters are criminals, not heroes!
Against the reinterpretation of history

Each year, repeat in the Baltic states of Latvia and Estonia marches of former Waffen-SS fight -
ers and their sympathizers.

At these rallies, where thousands participate, the former collaborators are stylized to "freedom
fighters" against the Soviet Union and to national heroes. Therefore it is deliberately demon-
strated on the anniversaries or sites of former battles, where the Latvian and Estonian Waf-
fen-SS fought against the Red Army. But one can hear nothing about the war crimes of these
military units. 

We recall that by the International Court of Nuremberg in 1946, the SS and all its units - includ -
ing the Waffen- SS - were condemned as a criminal organization, which were responsible for
numerous war crimes and crimes against humanity. This judgment of the community of nations
is valid up to today. The United Nations General Assembly condemned all attempts to glorify the
fascist movement and the former members of the Waffen-SS, including the erection of monu-
ments to glorify these criminal organizations as "national liberation movements".

We recall that the foundations of the new Europe are the community of the anti -Hitler coalition
and the common struggle against the fascist barbarism. In this Europe neither reinterpretation of
history nor trivialization of Nazi-criminals nor their organizations may be tolerated.

The reinterpretation of history takes place in the Baltic States but with the support of the govern-
ment and receives broad public approval. The "anti-totalitarianism" as a state doctrine is in his
practice much more than the equation of Soviet and Nazi political rule. The official policy makes
the accomplices of the Nazis role models and distorts the liberation from the Nazi terror by the
Red Army at the beginning of a renewed oppression. The historical revisionism is connected
with an aggressive ethnic nationalism, which makes many Russian-born inhabitants of the Baltic
States to second-class citizens. We call on political leaders in Latvia, to end such attempts

We have to experience: Those who protest against the Nazi glorification, is considered as an
"agent of Moscow", as a "Jewish troublemaker" or a traitor. Nevertheless, in Riga there are for
several years protests against the SS-march, but only a small group of activists. 2013 Latvian
antifascists gathered at the edge of the Independence Square and "greeted" the Nazi friends
loudly with the "Buchenwald March". By loudspeaker and on posters they reminded of the Nazi-
crimes. The mood of the Waffen-SS friends was aggressive; a parliamentarian of the "All-for-
Latvia" party took violent action against the anti-fascists.

We call upon the democratic and anti-fascist forces based in Latvia and other countries to bring
their protest against this historical and political provocation to the public in various forms of civil
society. FIR will support the protest against the SS-march this year with an international delega-
tion. In Berlin, VVN -BdA and DFG -VK mobilize to for March 16 to join in Riga the Latvian an-
tifascists.

We appeal to the Members of the European Parliament to assert its political influence that this
SS meeting cannot take place. Who wants to have a proper place in the community of Euro-
pean nations, must commit against fascist tradition and neo-fascism.

Never again SS Europe! 

FIR supports the international anti-fascists protests March 16, 2014 in Riga!
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Greetings of FIR to the Hero-City Leningrad
The International Federation of Resistance Fighters (FIR ) - Association of antifascists sent to
the inhabitants of the Hero City Leningrad, now St. Petersburg, and the veterans of the Soviet
Army, best wishes on the occasion of the 70th Anniversary of the liberation of the city by break-
ing through the blockade on 27 January 1944.
The 900 days of blockade by the fascist armed forces brought untold suffering , death and de-
struction over the city. Nevertheless, people have fought in Leningrad almost three years hero-
ically and – in that way – they resisted not only the fascist beast , but set also a visible sign for
all the world that the " invincible " Wehrmacht reached its limits .
In the same time, the heroic deeds of the Soviet Army , organizing in the winter supplies for
people across the frozen Baltic Sea and blowing up the blockade ring in January 1944 , are un -
forgettable.

We commemorate the more than one million victims of the blockade and honor the
heroes who have sacrificed their lives for the liberation from fascism.

Letter of FIR to the German Federal government 
Fulfill legal Greek demands for compensation now! 

We want to remind you that the Greek people have a right to this assistance, because all previ -
ous German governments deny for decades legitimate reparation of the Greek side. These re-
quirements include, inter alia:

 Reparations after calculating the Paris Conference of 1946 in the amount of U.S. $ 7 bil -
lion (in 1938 prices) based in compensation for the confiscation of private and public
property, looting and destruction,

 Claims of a forced loan of U.S. $ 3.5 billion, which was forced on to the Bank of Greece
1942, to pay the cost of deployment of the occupation forces in Greece and the board of
the Africa Corps,

 Claims for reimbursement of stolen ancient treasures.
In this list the huge losses of life in the country are not included.

Contrary to some statements by previous governments such claims are not settled by the Lon-
don Debt Agreement. Also the juridical card player trick with which the Federal Republic was
exempt from the state liability by the ECJ by arguing that a claim against the Federal Republic
of Germany can only put in by a government , but not by victims and their families , cannot be
an "execution" of the Greek demands for compensation.

We expect for a trustful cooperation among all countries in Europe, that the Federal Republic of
Germany and you as a representative of the federal government finally move on this issue on to
the Greek side. Or do you hope for the time until the last survivors who are witnesses of the fas-
cist crimes in Greece, died, so there are no moral accusers anymore?

We know from our Greek partners that they are ready for an honest dialogue. Now the newly
elected Federal Government has the commitment to do its part of the reconciliation between the
German and the Greek people. 

FIR protests against historical revisionism in Hungary
The International Federation of Resistance Fighters (FIR) – Association of Antifascists, umbrel-
la-organization of former partisans, antifascist fighters, deported and victims of Nazi-regime and
fighters in the ranks of the allied forces in more than 25 countries of Europe and Israel, supports
the protest of scientists, antifascists and other members of the Hungarian civil-society against
the planned design of an occupation memorial on the Liberty Square in Budapest. 

As important as it is to build memorials for public remembrance of the victims of the fascist ter -
ror-regime, we have to say clearly: This proposed memorial is not for commemorating the vic -
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tims but for rehabilitation of the pro-fascist Horthy-regime, because this memorial presents all
Hungarians as a community of victims, minus the followers of the fascist Arrow Cross party. 
Such a project is a part of various steps to rehabilitation of Horthy-regime and to denying the
antifascist resistance fight, which happened in the 30th and 40th of the last century in Hungary. 
Such a project opens the door for historical falsification and retelling history as one can see in
the commemorating thus Hungarian soldiers, they fought in the ranks of the SS or German
Wehrmacht in Spring 1945 against the liberators of the soviet army as part of the allied forces.
FIDESZ administration documents that there is not a real content distance to the new-fascist
JOBBIK and other extreme-right groups. 

FIR calls on the Hungarian authorities to stop plans for a memorial place of such a design. FIR
supports all protests of the civil-society and will show its denial in time at the place.  

FIR at the International Rosa Luxemburg Conference 2014
About 2000 participants met on 11 January 2014 in Berlin Urania to XIX International Rosa -
Luxemburg Conference of the magazine "junge Welt". In the final panel discussion under the
theme: "How can the resistance against fascism , against war and social cutbacks are merged "
debated  Maria  do  Socorro  Gomes  Coelho,  President  of  the  World  Peace  Council,  Bernd
Riexinger, Chairman of the Left Party, Monty Schädel, political Manager of DFG -VK and Dr. Ul -
rich Schneider, Secretary General of the FIR.

Excerpt from the debate:
Question: The neo-fascism has come up again in the Great Depression - there should be more
than 100 organizations in Europe. Ulrich Schneider, what is the importance of the confrontation
with neo-fascism and right-wing populism facing the problem: fighting the war?

Ulrich Schneider:
Our organization has always faced both goals in common: Never again fascism, no more war!
We have always made it clear that fascism is the ideological preparation of war. And in that way
we are right in today's issue.
There are many neo-fascist and right-wing populist groups who think in hierarchical systems
and also are organized in that way. Foreigners are perceived as the enemy, for example Gyp-
sies, particularly in Eastern and Southeastern Europe or Muslims in general. In Bulgaria, Turks
are discriminated. In Greece promotes the fascist party "Golden Dawn": Everyone who is not a
Greek, he is not one of our communities.

Here the concept of enemy become violent brought into society. This structuring causes vio-
lence as a means of political struggle not only theoretical accepted but in reality. I do not want to
recall that many people in Europe were murdered by perpetrators of the racist or neo-fascist
spectrum - not only in Germany. Violence is used and exclusionary theses settings are propa-
gated – on which war politics can be build up.
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The ideological preparation of war is the second element: the creating of a tradition. It is also
associated with extreme right-wing and right-wing populist groups. In Hungary,  for example,
work the parties Jobbik and Fidesz for the rehabilitation of the fascist  Horthy regime. Even
worse we are experiencing in the Baltic States, where SS criminals should be rehabilitated. On
Friday one could read in the media that a deceased SS-man in Estonia gets a grave of honor as
"freedom fighters", well supported by the government. And the 16th March in Latvia, the nation-
al holiday, has been again and again in recent years the backdrop for the cultivation of tradition
SS criminals. This is also supported by ministers of the respective governments. The conse-
quences of creating such a tradition are openness for war and for the fascist past. 

FIR participates on traditional commemoration for Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht 

Traditionally,  on the second Sunday in January tens of thousands of Berliners and anti-fascists from

many parts of Germany go to the Graveyard of the Socialists in Berlin-Friedrichshain to commemorate
Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxembourg, who were murdered in January 1919 by the Freikorps. Together
with the former Member of the European Parliament Tobias Pflüger this year the Secretary General of
FIR participated in this political commemoration. 
At  this cemetery one can find the graves of the former FIR Secretaries Wolfgang Bergold, Kurt Julius
Goldstein and the long-time Vice President of the FIR Georg Spielmann.  

Support the political work of the International Federation of Resistance (FIR) - 
Association of Antifascist!

The political work of international anti-fascist organization requires large resources.
Since civil society organizations do not have national or institutional grants, the organization depends 
on contributions and donations.

Bankaccount: Postbank Berlin BLZ 100 100 10 , Kontonummer 543 054 107, Kontoinhaber: FIR 
Donations from foreign countries only with IBAN DE 04 1001 0010 0543 0541 07 SWIFT-BIC: PBNKDEFF
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FIR supports international conference for „Cuban five“ in London

On 7/8 March will be held an international con-
ference in support of the "Cuban five" in Lon-
don.  Numerous  personalities  of  the  social,
artistic and political life support this request, in-
cluding Angela Davis (USA), Noam Chomsky
(USA), Miguel Angel Martinez (Vice President,
European  Parliament),  Nadine  Gordimer
(South  Africa),  Günther  Grass  (Germany),
Jean  Ziegler  (Switzerland),  Prof.  Norman
Paech  (Germany)  and  Peter  Mertens  (Bel-
gium). The FIR supports the call and the con-
ference. The participants were sent a letter of
solidarity. 

The FIR is  one of  the organizations that  are
committed  advocates  for  many years  for  the
release of the Cuban patriots.  This was also
acknowledged by the Cuban side. So one can
find on the homepage of the Cuban Embassy
in Budapest a short photo report about a meet-

ing of our President  Vilmos Hanti  with  mem-
bers of the "Cuban five". 

News from member federations

Asociacion de Amigos de las Brigadas Internacionales  
we send you some news of our recent and future activities and also our best wishes for a better
2014. The balance this year has been positive in terms of our work to keep alive the memory of
the International Brigades. We managed to place a memorial plaque at the historic Casa de
Velázquez in Madrid and have created a support network for the Memorial at Madrid’s Ciudad
Universitaria. For now, our efforts have stopped the threat of the Memorial being removed by
the judicial authorities.
We started publishing a series of guides about places of the International Brigades in Madrid.
The first volume has been released and the second one, mainly dedicated to Ciudad Universi-
taria and Casa de Campo, is about to be released. We have also published "Love and revolu -
tionary greetings. An Ohio guy in the Spanish Civil War”, about the American volunteer Sam
Levinger.
We have continued to  promote,  directly or  indirectly,  different  memorial  events:  marches in
Jarama, Brunete and Guadalajara, the tributes to Guido Picelli at Mirabueno, to the British bat-
talion at the Ebro on 24th September, to Sam Levinger at Puebla de Hijar and to the Internation-
al Brigades in Móstoles and Vicálvaro. We were also present and have participated in confer -
ences in Benissa and Benicassim. We also strengthened our ties with sister organizations in
America (ALBA and FFALB), Ireland (FIBI), United Kingdom (IBMT), France (ACER), Italy (AIC-
VAS), Germany (KFSR) and other countries such as Sweden, Denmark, Austria, etc. We have
worked on common projects and activities, leading the way for more effective collaboration.
We gave talks in secondary schools and social or cultural centers, and we began showing the
photographic collection of General Walter. We keep selling books published by us and helping
to distribute others relating to the IB.

We have updated the website of the AABI, reflected in the considerable increase in the number
of visitors this year. We have also strengthened our presence in facebook and twitter. You can
visit us at http://www.brigadasinternacionales.org/

In 2014, we will continue working along these lines. 
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About the dramatic situation in Ukraine 
Vilmos Hanti participated at an International conference in Kiev

Both parties should strive for dialogue in the
Ukrainian conflict – stated the president of the
International Federation of Resistance fighters
(FIR) and The Hungarian Federation of Resis-
tance  Fighters  and  Antifascists  (MEASZ)  in
Kiev,  Ukraine  on  February  3,  2014.  Vilmos
Hanti also took part in the conference, which
was  organized  by  the  international  human
rights  movement  “World  Without  Nazism”  in
the building of the Ukrainian Parliament.  The
conference  was  attended  by  two  former
Ukrainian  presidents  (Leonid  Kravchuk  and
Victor Yuschenko). 

Vilmos Hanti  underlined in  his  statement  the
importance  of  balanced  attitudes  when  ap-
proaching the conflict. Speaking about the con-
ference  Vilmos  Hanti  emphasized  that  “the
participants of the conference aimed to high-
light that in the interest of striving for a demo-
cratic approach, it is necessary to abandon ex-
tremism and that this process should be a non-
violent. It is also a fact that during the demon-
strations of the opposition, symbols of the far-
rights also appeared”.
Hanti considered it very important to note that
“although  the  establishment  of  a  dialogue
should be of prime importance, nevertheless it
was witnessed that neither one of the parties
showed strives for true dialogue.” 

Hanti stated in his interview to  Antifasiszta.hu
that  very  serious  tendencies  have  been  in-
creasing in Ukraine. Many people despise the
present leadership and they consider it corrupt

and not working in the interest of the people. A
lot of people seek for change. The occupiers of
the city hall consider Bandera who fought on
Hitler’s side a national hero, whose picture is
located on a central place. 

Hanti  said that he saw many posts depicting
Jews as parasites of Ukraine. Various patriotic
organizations  represent  Nazi-style  spirit,  and
although they are not there to fight for the ac-
cession towards the European Union, however
the common goal brought them under one plat-
form to protest against the current government,
into a big central demonstration together with
supporters of EU and surfing on the waves of
Euromaidan, they are becoming stronger. On
the conference it  was  interesting that  one of
the  speakers  in  the  presence  of  two  former
Ukrainian  presidents  remarked  that  they  are
also  responsible  in  many ways  for  Ukraine’s
current  situation,  since  for  example  Victor
Yuschenko with  one of  his  last  decisions as
president declared Bandera as a national hero.

Western  correspondents  rarely  report  about
the other demonstration at the Ukrainian par-
liament, whose participants are not for the EU
but rather  cling more to  the relation with  the
Russian brother. Thus, two Ukraine are facing
each other. In this difficult situation a dialogue
between  the  parties  should  be strengthened.
All participants of the conference agreed with
this.  We should  distance  ourselves  from far-
right because from them we cannot expect pro-
ductive changes.

The thought of separation (division) of Ukraine
cannot be a solution for the Ukrainian people.
Not to mention that it would be worse for the
Hungarians  living  in  the  Carpathian  region,
where they could become more threatened by
the  quite  substantially  strengthened  far-right
groups in the outskirts of Lemberg (Lviv). 

The findings of the conference were delivered
to the functioning president by a delegation of
six persons. 

Reported by MEASZ 
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"German, Jew, communist" - exhibition in Berlin reminds of the former Secretary
of the FIR Kurt Julius Goldstein.

In January 2014 the Memorial German Resis-
tance in Berlin opened a new exhibition in hon-
or  of  the  anti-fascist  resistance  fighters  who
fought  in  Spain  and  Auschwitz  prisoner  Kurt
Julius Goldstein who died in 2007 at the age of
92 years. This documentation, designed by the
International Auschwitz Committee in coopera-
tion  with  the  memorial,  the  State  Museum
Auschwitz  -  Birkenau  and  the  International
Youth  Meeting  Center  in  Oswiecim,  marked
the beginning of the official commemoration in
the Federal Republic of 27 January.
With more than 40 panels presents the expo-
sure "German, Jew, communist ... the life and
survival of Kurt Julius Goldstein" stations of his
life.  He had started in a middle-class Jewish
family in the Ruhr area and took early with the
commitment to communist ideas and as mem-
ber in the Communist Party key strategic deci-
sions. It reminded in her initially speech Gesine
Lötzsch.  The Member of  Parliament and for-
mer chairman of the Left Party briefly reviewed
her personal acquaintance with Goldstein. She
appreciated  him  as  a  fun-loving  and  always
optimistic fellow in many encounters. He was
always able to combine the memory of fascism
with  the struggles of  the present.  Along with
members of the Goldstein family around a hun-
dred  guests  accepted  the  invitation  in  the
Stauffenberg Street in Berlin's Tiergarten dis-
trict end of January. These included Prof. Jo-
hannes Tuchel, director of the memorial, and
the chairman of the Berlin structure of the As-
sociation of Victims of the Nazi Regime - Fed-
eration  of  Anti-Fascists  (VVN  -BdA),  Hans
Coppi, also the penultimate Prime Minister of
the GDR, Hans Modrow.

In front of the huge photo on the front side of
the  exhibition  space  –  the  picture  shows  in
front of an historic recording of the concentra-
tion camp Kurt Julius Goldstein, fighting back
tears, in his address to the central Auschwitz
commemoration of  the 25th January 2005 at
the  Deutsches  Theater  –  the  curators
Christoph  Heubner  and  Bernd  Oertwig  then
took two of the Goldstein -grandson to some
extent  cross-examination.  Thus,  Arleen  and
Julius were able to convey very private impres-
sions of the personality of their grandfather. At

its  formative  experiences  undoubtedly  be-
longed the two and a half years in the freedom
struggle  where  he  stood  to  the  side  of  the
Spanish people under the cover name "Julio"
as a member of the International Brigades, al-
though he had found a secure exile after his
escape  in  1933  from  Germany  to  Palestine.
(But it should be remained in this context, the
hefty  criticism from members  of  the  Spanish
Civil  War  Association  KFSR,  Goldstein  has
been one of its co-founders. They denounced
rightfully  the  superficial  and  partly  distorting
representation of the following fate in particular
of Jewish and Soviet fighter in Spain.)
In the same way influential was the daily strug-
gle  for  survival  in  the concentration  camp to
which Goldstein was deported in July 1942 out
from the French internment. In 1945 he finally
also survived the death march from Auschwitz
to  Buchenwald,  where  he  experienced  the
hour of liberation and he immediately worked
for  creating  a new life.  Where he served on
very different items: Beginning in 1945 he be-
came Junior Secretary of the Communist Party
in  Thuringia  and  chairman  of  that  country's
youth  committee,  the  following  year  he  went
back to his hometown and held various KPD
functions in North Rhine –Westphalia. 1950 he
was head of the Central Bureau of FDJ in the
FRG and 1951 after  the ban of  his party  he
moved to the GDR. Here he worked first in the
West Division of the Central Committee of the
SED, before in 1956 he moved to the GDR ra-
dio, where he remained closely connected until
his retirement in 1978, most recently as editor
in  chief  and  from  1969  as  director  of  the
“Deutschlandradio”  (from  1971  “Voice  of  the
GDR”). There followed various honorary posts,
inter alia, he was in 1976 vice-president of the
International Auschwitz Committee, from 1982
to 1991 he was Secretary of the International
Federation of Resistance Fighters (FIR ) and fi-
nally Honorary Chairman of the VVN -BdA. In
all these roles, he was asked again and again
as  a  witness,  reported,  especially  in  front  of
young people from his life and his bottom line,
which was called as "Never again fascism, no
more war!"

Peter Rau, from: junge Welt, 29 January 2014
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Literature for antifascists 
Austria - March 1938

For  many  years,  there  have  been  debates  in
Austria about the annexation and occupation of the
country  by  German  fascism  .  For  many  years
Austria  and  its  population  got  blanket  the  victim
status. In this debate has been often hidden, how
the political development in the country allowed this
annexation, which social forces opened the way of
fascism  and  what  was  the  extent  to  support  of
German fascism. Tibor Zenker published on behalf
of  the  Austrian  concentration  camp  association
2013 in a 60 -  page brochure  facts,  background
and  consequences  of  this  event,  in  order  to
contribute  to  the  discussion  on  resistance  and
persecution in Austria.

In  honor  of  the  tens  of  thousands  of  victims  of
fascist  persecution  and  anti-fascist  fighter  he
directed the first look at the two decades between
the end of World War I and the date of annexation.
He  characterizes  this  period  with  the  terms:
reaction,  civil  war  and  fascism,  where  he
interpreted  separately  on  the  situation  of  two
competing  forms  of  fascism:  the  Austro-fascism
and the Austrian branch of the NSDAP. While the
Austro-fascism had a clerical- conservative Austria
orientation,  the  supporters  of  the  NSDAP
represented a large German option. The "national
question",  the  debate  about  the  sovereignty  of
Austria,  played  also  in  the  left  organizations  a
major  role.  During  the  SDAP  (  Otto  Bauer)
advocated a merger, Alfred Klahr founded for the
Communists  to  fight  for  the  independence  of
Austria.  The  declaration  by  the  CPA  to  the
annexation it was logical: "People of Austria! Fight
back,  make  the  slogan  to  action:  red  -white-red
unto death!". On this basis, the CPA was a central
force of the anti-fascist resistance beginning from
1938.

The military liberation by the Allied forces and the
experiences  of  the  antifascist  resistance  allowed
the democratic parties SPÖ, Communist Party and

ÖVP on 27 April 1945 to declare the independence
of Austria. Also in the statute of the concentration
camp  association  was  formulated  as  a  political
consequence,  they  would  be  used  "for  an
independent,  neutral  and  democratic  Republic  of
Austria  and  lead  an  uncompromising  struggle
against  Nazi,  neo-fascist  and  chauvinist
aspirations, regardless whether they can be seens
as  forms  of  racism,  German  nationalism,  war-
propaganda,  xenophobia,  religious  prejudice  or
other forms of discrimination".

For freedom, justice and democracy

In  2013,  the  Austrian  concentration  camp
Association  celebrated  its  65  anniversary.
Established  in  the  summer of  1945 as non-party
association  of  former  political  persecuted  and
resistance fighters, but disbanded in the spring of
1948 by the state, one created with the founding of
a  "Federation  of  Austrian  concentration  camp
inmates,  prisoners  and  victims  of  political
persecution" in the fall of 1948 an organization, that
represents the political  and social interests of the
anti-fascists until today. 
As an example of the work the National Association
of  Upper  Austria  has  submitted  a  70  -page
document in which the history of the organization,
political  priorities  of  work,  advocacy  ,  the
commemorative work and the fight against old and
new forms of racism and neo-fascism are traced.
Numerous  pictures  and  names  of  the  political
representatives  of  the  organization  complement
these descriptive balance of a successful work. 

The publication of the brochure was funded by the
National Fund of the Republic of Austria for Victims
of Nazism.

Ulrich Schneider

References: KZ-Verband/VdA Upper Austria , 
Weissenwolffstr . 17 , 4020 Linz, Austria

Imprint :

Responsible: Dr. Ulrich Schneider, (Secretary General)
Secretariat: Internationale Föderation der Widerstandskämpfer - Bund der Antifaschisten (FIR), Franz – Mehring - 
Platz 1, D- 10243 Berlin, Fon (30) 29 78 41 74, Fax (30) 29 78 41 79, E-Mail: office@fir.at , Internet www.fir.at

The International Federation of Resistant fighters (FIR) has been designated by the Secretary-General of the United Nations as 
a «Peace Messenger». The Federation is accepted as NGO at the UNESCO, Paris, at the UN standing committee of disarma-
ment, Geneva and the European council, Strasbourg.

Bank account: Postbank Berlin (BLZ 10010010), Account: 543 054 107, Owner FIR, IBAN DE 04 1001 
0010 0543 0541 07 SWIFT-BIC: PBNKDEFF
The bulletin will be delivered free to member federations and interested. 
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